i4                         The American Problem
Europeans arriving every year to be adjusted, often  very
Inadequately, to the necessary conditions of American life*
The historical process thar has in this century produced so
American an American society was long, difficult and novel
The first settlers in what is now United States were confronted
all along the line from Maine to Florida with forest. Before
them lay over a pillion square miks of "the forest primeval,
the murmuring pines and the hemlock/1 forest on a scale that
Europe had not known for two thousand years. Scattered
over that forest were a few hundred thousand natives, Indians.
Tney were limited in their possibilities of adaptation by the
comparative poverty of their natural environment and by their
incapacity to alter that environment. They had no horses, no
cattle; they had to be hunters and planters and it was
impossible to build a populous and progressive society in the
forest on these terms. It was not a matter of native incapacity.
The Indian took to the horse and the gun with great speed;
some^of the European techniques he accepted quickly. Others
he might have accepted if the invaders had given him time to
do so. But the adjustment of the Indian to his environment,
often admirable as it was, was not an adjustment that the
white mau wanted to make or could make. Before an American
society could be created by the settlers, America had to be
transformed. The forest had to give way to the fields, the
plough, the draught ox, the mule, the sheep, the goat, the
wheel, gunpowder, steel had to make possible a new life in
which tens of millions could live abundantly where a few
hundred thousand savages had lived precarious and poverty-
stricken lives. America had to be made before it could be
lived in and that making took centuries, took extraordinary
energies and bred an attitude to life that is peculiarly American.
It bred the temper of the pioneer, the temper of tie gambler,
the temper of the booster, the temper of the discounter of the
future who is to some extent bound to be a disparager of the
past t It took optimism to cross the Atlantic, optimism or
despair and anger at the old world from which the reluctant
pioneer had come. Until this century, there was always
tempting the adventurous or the unlucky, the dream of a new
chance a little further on. Movement became a virtue,
stability a rather contemptible attitude of mind. The frontier
in English speeches a defined barrier between two organized